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ATHLETIC ELIGIBILITY
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS REGARDING NCAA INITIAL-ELIGIBILITY LEGISLATION
1. When should a student register with the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse?

Students should register with the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse after the completion of their junior
year in high school. At thistime, atranscript that includes six semesters of grades should be sent to the
clearinghouse from the high school. Additionally, students should request that their SAT or ACT test scores be
forwarded directly to the clearinghouse by entering code “9999" as a reporting selection when they register for
the exam.

2. How arestudentsprioritized for processing at the clearinghouse?

Students who have their status requested by an NCAA institution are prioritized by the clearinghouse for
processing. Students with disabilities and students who individually request a preliminary status report will
also be prioritized. If astudent’s dligibility statusis not prioritized in one of these three ways, the clearinghouse
may not process the student’sfile.

3. How isthe NCAA core grade-point aver age different from a student’s overall grade-point average?

The NCAA core-course grade-point average is calculated using only NCAA-approved core coursesin the
required core academic areas. High school grade-point averages generally include the grades from most or all
courses attempted in grades nine through 12.

4. May weighted gradesfor honorsor advanced placement cour ses be factored into the calculation of the
student’s core grade-point aver age?

A school’s normal practice of weighting honors or advanced courses may be used aslong as the weighting is
used for computing grade-point averages. Weighting cannot be used if the high school weights grades solely
for the purpose of determining class rank. Additionally, in no instance may the student receive greater than
1.000 additional quality point for purposes of calculating the grade-point average for initial eligibility.

5. What options are available to students who do not meet the NCAA initial-eligibility standards?

Students who do not meet the initial-eligibility standards may be granted a waiver of their deficiency through
the NCAA initial-eligibility waiver process. NCAA academic committees are vested with the authority to
authorize waivers of the initial-eligibility requirements based on objective evidence that demonstrates
circumstances in which a student’s overall academic record warrants awaiver of the normal application of the
legislation. The waiver must be filed by an NCAA institution (college or university) on behalf of the student.
However, students with a diagnosed disability may file awaiver on their own behalf.

6. May coursestaken in the eighth grade that are high-school core courses (e.g., Algebral, Spanish 1,
Freshman Composition) be used to meet the 13 cor e-cour se requirements?

Courses taken in the eighth grade may not be used to satisfy the core-curriculum requirements regardless of the
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course content or level. However, in the rare event that students need to have courses taken in the eighth grade
considered for eligibility purposes, the initial-eligibility waiver processis available (see question No. 5)). Note:
Courses taken after eighth-grade graduation, but prior to the first regular ninth-grade term (i.e., the summer
after eighth grade but prior to the fall term of ninth grade) may not be used to satisfy the core-curriculum
requirements.

. May students use cour sestaken after high-school graduation?

Generally, students who enroll inaNCAA Division | institution may use only courses completed in grades 9
through 12 to meet the NCAA core curriculum requirements. As aresult, courses completed during the
summer after high school graduation may not be used to meet the core-curriculum requirements. Students who
return after graduation to the high school from which they graduated either may complete additional core
courses or may repeat core courses during the postgraduate term or year, in order to meet the core-course
requirements. These students cannot enroll in college and participate in intercollegiate athletics until the
subsequent fall. Students enrolling in Division Il institutions and students with disabilities (enrolling in either
Divisions| or 1) may use core courses taken after high-school graduation to meet the NCAA core-curriculum
requirements, provided the courses are completed prior to full-time enrollment in a college or university.

. Arevocational cour ses acceptable?

Traditional vocational courses are not acceptable. These include courses such as agriculture, auto mechanics,
accounting, and health. However, courses taught using applied approaches to teaching may very well meet the
NCAA standard for a core course. The core-course requirements explain in detail the NCAA’s requirements
for a core course.

9. May coursestaken by a high-school student at a local college be used to meet the 13 cor e-cour se
requirements?

College courses may be used to satisfy core-curriculum requirements if the courses are accepted and awarded
credit by the high school for any student and meet all other requirements for core courses. For NCAA Division
| only, such courses must be placed on the student’s high-school transcript. Courses taken at a college will
NOT appear on the high-school’s list of NCAA-approved core courses. The high school’s list of NCAA-
approved core courses will include only those courses taught/offered by the high school.

10. What documentation doesthe NCAA requireto enable a student with a disability to use a nonstandar d
ACT/SAT and/or courses designated for studentswith disabilities?

The following documentation is required: (a) a current signed copy of a professional evaluation report that
states the diagnosis of the student’s disability; and (b) a copy of the student’s Individualized Education Plan
(IEP)Individual Transition Plan (ITP) or Section 504 Plan or statement that relates to accommodations received
by the student with the disability. The NCAA national office, not the clearinghouse, processes the information.

11. May studentswith a diagnosed disability use coursesthat are designated for studentswith a disability to
meet NCAA core-cour serequirements?

Student with appropriately diagnosed disabilities may use courses for students with disabilities for the purpose
of meeting NCAA core-course requirements. Courses for students with disabilities must appear on the high-
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school’s list of NCAA-approved core courses in order for a student to receive NCAA credit for the course. In
order to use such courses toward a student’s core-course requirements, students must document their disability
with the NCAA by submitting the required documentation (see question No. 10).

12. May a nonstandard ACT/SAT be used for initial eigibility?

Only students with a diagnosed disability may use nonstandard test scores. Please note that students with
disabilities must have required documentation (see question No. 10) sent to the NCAA for review.

13. Doesthe prohibition against special education, remedial or compensatory cour ses apply to studentswith
disabilities?

No. Inorder for courses designated for students with disabilities to be approved, the course must be
substantially comparable, qualitatively and quantitatively, to an NCAA-approved core course offered in the
academic area.

14. What if a student’sfinal high-school transcript containsan error or the student has grade changes that
arenot included on thefinal transcript mailed to the clearinghouse?

Once the clearinghouse has received all required documentation, including afinal high-school transcript for a
student, they are able to produce afinal certification report. If a high school forwards arevised final transcript
to the clearinghouse, the clearinghouse will not be able to use the changes to issue arevised final certification
report. Instead, any changes to a student’s final high-school transcript must be approved through the initial-
eligibility waiver process (see question No. 5 for more information about the waiver process).

15. May cour sestaken at high school “A” be accepted if they appear on high school “B’s” transcript?

No. High school “B” may provide the clearinghouse with an official copy of high school “A’s” transcript, but
courses from one high school cannot be accepted on another high school’s transcript.

16. May cour sestaught via nontraditional methods (i.e., independent study, Web-based, correspondence
cour ses) be used to meet the 13 cor e-cour se requirements?

Students may use courses taught via nontraditional methods to satisfy the core-curriculum requirements
provided certain criteriaare met. |f approved, these courses appear on the high-school’slist of NCAA-
approved core-courses. The core-course requirements will explain in detail the NCAA’s requirements for
nontraditionally taught courses.

17. How ismy core-cour se grade-point aver age calculated?
Y our core-course grade-point average may be calculated using your 13 best grades from courses that meet the
core-course distribution requirements. Core-courses beyond the required 13 may be used to meet the core-
course grade-point average if the distribution requirements are met.

18. How are coursestaken over two years counted?

A one-year course that is spread over alonger period of time (i.e., two years, three semesters) is considered as
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one course and would recelve a maximum of one core-course credit.
19. Wherecan | find alist of my high school’s approved cor e cour ses?

Each high school’slist of approved core courses may be found by linking to the NCAA Initial-Eligibility
Clearinghouse page of the NCAA Web Site at www.ncaa.org

[NOTE: Thisisnot acomplete list of NCAA regulations regarding initial eligibility. Please call or write the
NCAA or accessthe NCAA Web siteif you have specific questions.]

NCAA
Member ship Services
P.O. box 6222
I ndianapalis, I ndiana 46206
317/917/6222 (phone)
800/638-3731 (NCAA Hotline)
WWW.Ncaa.org

REQUIREMENTS:

. Graduation from high school;
. Thehighest scoresachieved on the verbal and mathematics section of the SAT or highest scores
achieved on the four individual tests of the ACT may be combined to achieve the highest scores;
. Thefollowing core GPA in 13 cour ses meeting the NCAA cor e cour se definition with the
corresponding ACT sum or SAT total scoreisneeded:

ACT SAT

(sum of scores) (if taken after April
Core GPA 1, 1995) High School Core Courses
2.500 & above 68 820 At least 4 years English;
2.475 69 830 At least 2 yearsmath; [one year
2.450 70 840-850 algebra and one year geometry
2.425 70 860 (or oneyear of a higher-level
2.400 71 860 mathematics course for which
2.375 72 870 geometry isa prerequisite)]
2.350 73 880 At least 2 year s social science;
2.325 74 890 At least 2 yearsnatural or
2.300 75 900 physical science (including 1
2.275 76 910 lab courseg, if offered by any
2.250 77 920 high school you attended);
2.225 78 930 At least 1 year of additional
2.200 79 940 coursesin English, math or
2.175 80 950 natural or physical science; and
2.150 80 960 2 additional academic coursesin
2.125 81 960 any of the above areas, or foreign
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2.100 82 970 language, computer
2.075 83 980 science, philosophy or
2.050 84 990 nondoctrinal religion.
2.025 85 1000

2.000 86 1010

PARTIAL QUALIFIER (Does not meet standardsfor qualifier)

Eligibleto practice at institution’s home facility freshman year. No competition during freshman year.
Three seasons of competition. May receiveinstitutional financial aid during freshman year; including
athletics scholarship. Partial qualifiers may earn the fourth season of competition back if the student
graduates prior tothestart of thefifth academic year.

REQUIREMENTS:

. Graduation from high school;
. Thefollowing core GPA in 13 core courses with the corresponding ACT sum or SAT total scoreis

needed:
ACT SAT
(sum of scores) (if taken after April
Core GPA 1, 1995) High School Core Courses
2.750 & above 59 720
2.725 59 730
2.700 60 730 same as qualifier (see
2.675 61 740-750 above)
2.650 62 760
2.625 63 770
2.600 64 780
2.575 65 790
2.550 66 800
2.525 67 810

NONQUALIFIER (Does not meet standardsfor qualifier or partial qualifier.)
No practice or competition during freshman year. Three seasons of competition. May receiveinstitutional
need-based aid only during freshman year which may not be from an athletics sour ce.

NCAA DIVISION I
Freshman-Eligibility Standards

All Student-Athletes Must Register With the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse
QUALIFIER (Can practice, compete and receive athletics scholar ship asa freshman.)
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Requirements:

. Graduation from high school;
. HaveaGPA of 2.000 in 13 core academic courses, and must achieve a 68 (sum of scores on the four
individual tests) on the ACT, or an 820 on the SAT if taken April 1, 1995, or later; and
. The highest scores achieved on the verbal and mathematics sections of the SAT or highest scores
achieved on the four individual tests of the ACT may be combined to achieve the highest scores

High School Core Courses:

. Atleast 3years English;
. Atleast 2 years math (at the level of Algebral or above);
. Atleast 2 years natural or physical science (including 1 lab course, if offered by any high school you
attended);
. Atleast 2 years additional coursesin English, math or natural or physical science;
. Atleast 2 years socia science; and
. 2 additional academic coursesin any of the above areas, or foreign language, computer science,
philosophy or nondoctrinal religion.

PARTIAL QUALIFIER (Doesnot meet standardsfor qualifier.)
Eligible to practice at institution’s home facility during freshman year. No competition during freshman year. Will
have four years of eligibility during college career. May receive institutional financial aid, including athletics
scholarship during freshman year.

Requirements:

. Does not meet requirements for qualifier;

« Graduate from high school;

« Successfully complete the 13 core course with a minimum 2.000 core grade-point average; or
« Attain minimum 68 ACT (sum of scores) or 820 SAT (if taken April 1, 1995, or |ater).

NONQUALIFIER
Cannot practice or compete during freshman year. Will have four years of eligibility during college career. May
not receive athletics scholarship freshman year but may receive regular need-based financial aid if the school
certifies that aid was granted without regard to athletics ability.

. Has not graduated from high school; or
. Did not achieve the core-curriculum grade-point average and SAT/ACT score required for aqualifier or
partial qualifier.
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For moreinformation about NCAA initial-€ligibility standards, please contact
the NCAA’sWeb site at www.ncaa.org.
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